December 4-5, 2025

KOIAS Talk at the International Conference “Atmospheres of the
Spiritual: Somaesthetic Explorations,” Florida Atlantic University

KOIAS member Alberto Parisi participated in the international conference A#mospheres of the
Spiritual: Somaesthetic Explorations, held at Florida Atlantic University (Boca Raton) on
December 4-5, 2025. The conference was organized by the Center for Body, Mind, and
Culture and brought together scholars working at the intersection of philosophy, aesthetics,
spirituality, and embodied experience.

Parisi presented a paper entitled “Poetry, Breath, and Atmosphere: The Symbolist
Atmospheric Legacy.” In his talk, he examined the role of breath as a mediating concept
between poetic form, bodily experience, and atmospheric sensibility, focusing on European
Symbolist poetry and its reconfiguration of spiritual experience in material and sensorial terms.
By situating Symbolist poetics within a broader history of atmosphere, Parisi showed how
poetry articulates spiritual experience not as a purely interior or transcendental phenomenon,
but as something that unfolds through breath, voice, and the shared atmospheric space
between bodies and world.

The presentation contributed to the conference’s somaesthetic focus by highlighting poetry as
a privileged site where spiritual atmospheres are produced, sensed, and negotiated through
embodied practices of reading and listening,

Through participation in international conferences such as this, KOIAS continues to
strengthen its engagement with global debates on atmosphere, embodiment, and spirituality,
fostering interdisciplinary dialogue across philosophy, literature, and cultural studies.
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ATMOSPHERES OF THE SPIRITUAL:

DECEMBER 4-5, 2025
FLORIDA ATLANTIC, BOCA RATON

International Conference exploring spiritual atmospheres and
their somatic dimensions. For more information, please visit
fau.edu/artsandletters/bodymindculture/uconfern
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