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KOIAS Talk at the Centre for Sensory Studies (CSS), Concordia 
University 

 

KOIAS member Alberto Parisi was invited to give a talk at the Centre for Sensory Studies 
(CSS) of Concordia University, Montréal, one of the core institutes of the JSPS Core-
to-Core Program (Advanced Research Network) World Networking Project for the 
Establishment of Atmospheric Studies (Grant Number: JPJSCCA20250001). 

The talk, entitled “The Breath of Poetry: From Europe to Japan,” was delivered as part of 
the Talking Sense Lecture Series. In his presentation, Parisi explored the material and atmospheric 
dimensions of poetic breath, building on recent scholarship in literary studies and the 
environmental humanities that rethinks poetry beyond its traditional spiritualist interpretation. 
Rather than remaining within the European canon, the talk developed an intercultural 
perspective by turning to Japanese poetry, focusing in particular on the kireji (cutting word) 
in early haiku. Approached through the philosophy of Keiji Nishitani, the kireji was 
interpreted as a poetic operation that restores the world to its breathing, sensorial, and 
atmospheric materiality. 

By bringing European poetic theory into dialogue with Japanese literary and philosophical 
traditions, the talk exemplified the Core-to-Core project’s aim of fostering sustained 
international collaboration and developing Atmospheric Studies as a genuinely 
transdisciplinary and intercultural field. 

Through events such as this, KOIAS continues to strengthen its role as a global hub within 
the JSPS Core-to-Core network, promoting research exchange across literature, philosophy, 
and atmospheric studies. 

 

 


