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New forms of language to involve young people in the struggle of a community
Assunta Prato (< >/j Eternit. Dissolvenza in bianco. 2012 {E3#)
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For the last 30 years, Casale Monferrato has been asking for justice, reclamation of sites with asbestos and scientific
research for the treatment of mesothelioma. In this scenario, another of AFeVA (Association of Family members and
Victims of Asbestos) main goals has been to sensitize the new generations on environment and health. I decided to
write a comic book about the history of Eternit in Casale Monferrato, when I realized that there were no other suitable
ways to tell such a dramatic story to a young audience: images would have cushioned the impact of the tragedy.

"Eternit, dissolvenza in bianco" tells the story of the Eternit factory in Italy and the fights that follow until the
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beginning of the trial in 2009. The story is told with the utmost adherence to reality and characters have the
appearance of the actual people that live the story: I thought it was important to base my tale as much as possible on
the truth. Whilst comics language is particularly effective for an audience that is over ten-year old, for a younger
public I thought that a fairy tale would have been more appropriate and I wrote "Attenti al Polverino". The fairy tale
ends with a request. Children have to choose to become protagonists of the story: would they rather be engaged in
the struggle for justice, in the asbestos removing activity or in the scientific research field?

For the past 26 years we have been organizing a competition for all Casale local schools: the “Competition
Guglielmo Cavalli (a trade unionist who died of mesothelioma), Health and Environment", where students are asked
to investigate the consequences of asbestos and work on projects of their choice for a more sustainable future. In
2019, 150 classes take part in the competition. In 2014 we created an interactive and multimedia classroom in one of
Casale’s high schools and we called it "Asbestos: the courage to know, the need to go further". In this room the topic
of the fight against asbestos is showed through an innovative and engaging language.

From the experience with the students of our city we have learned that it is possible to significantly involve young
people by using an approach that combines knowledge, emotional involvement and active personal participation.

Thanks to our commitment, local students have become a true example of active citizenship.
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